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Amdt. dated September 29, 2005 

Reply to Office action of June 2$i, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions* and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Original) A method comprising: 

periodically stalling issuance of input/output (I/O) device accesses by a 
program in a multipie-processor computer system; and during the 
stalling step 

completing pending I/O devce reads. 

2. (Original) The method as defined in claim 1 wherein periodically stalling 
further comprises entering an interrupt mode by each processor In the multiple- 
processor system. 

3. (Original) The method as defined in claim 2 wherein entering an Interrupt 
mode further comprises entering the interrupt mode by each of the processors 
substantially simultaneously. 

4. (Original) The method as defined in claim 1 wherein after completing 
pending I/O device reads, the method further comprises allowing each processor 
in the multiple-processor to resume issuing I/O device accesses. 

5. (Cun-ently amended) A method comprising: 

periodicallv stailino issuance of inout/output (l/O^ devic e accesses bv a 
program In a multipla-processor computer system: 

compietino pendino I/O df i vice reads during the stailino issuance of I/O 
device accesses: and then 

allowing each processor in the multiple-processor to resume issuing I/O 



device accesses bv 
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further oompr ise s aniserting a resume flag associated witliin each 
processor by a processor designated as primary. 

6. (Original) The method as defined in claim 5 wherein asserting a resume 
flag further comprises asserting a resume flag In a port logic of each of the 
processors. 

7. (Original) The method as defined in claim 5 wherein asserting a resume 
flag further comprises asserting a resume flag in a read/write portion of a memory 
coupled to each of the processors 

8. (Original) A computer system comprising: 

a plurality of processors coupled to each other; 

at least one of the plurality of processors coupled to an input/output (l/0> 

device by way of a bidge logic device; and 
wherein each of the plurality of processors periodically executes a program 

that operates to cease issuance of I/O device writes until pending 

I/O device reads conplete, 

9. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 
a plurality of processors coupled to each other: 

at least one of the plurality of processors coupled to an inout/output (l/0> 

device bv wav of a bridge logic device: 
Tho computor cyotom ao d cii f i nod - in - c l aim 8 further comprising: 
a plurality of flag registers associated one each with the plurality of 

processors; and 

wherein each of the pluralit ' / of processors periodically executes a program 
that operates to cec i .se issuance of I/O device writes until pending 
I/O device reads complete, and w herein at least some of the 
plurality of processors resume issuance of I/O device writes upon 
assertion of their asj::ociated flag registers. 
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10. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein each flag 
register Is external to each procesi-or. 

1 1 . (Original) The computer syistem as defined in claim 10 further comprising: 
a plurality of memory devices coupled one each to at least some of the 

plurality of processors; 
wherein each flag register iti; in a local memory of each processor. 

12. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein each flag 
register Is internal to each processor. 

13. (Original) The computer system as defined In claim 12 wherein each 
processor further comprises a port logic, and wherein the flag register is located 
within the port logo. 

14. {Currently amended) A me i hod comprising: 

a plurality of processors coupled to each other . Tho oomputor svstom as 
defi ned in c l aim 8 further compr i s i ng: one of the plurality of 
processors designated a primary processor; and 

at least one of the plurality of processors coupled to an input/output (UP) 
device bv wav of a bidge logic device; 

wherein each of the plurality of processors periodically executes a program 
that operates to ceg i se issuance of I/O device writes until pending 
I/O device reads conolete: and 

wherein the primary processor is programmed to issue a read to the bridge 
logic device after cessation of I/O device writes, and wherein when 
the read to the bridge device completes the primary processor is 
further programmed to allow the computer system to resume 
issuance of i/O devii::e writes. 

15. (Cancelled). 
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16. (Currently amended) A Dro : )e$sor comprising: 
a core region: 
a memory controller: and 

a port logic coupled to the core reoion and the memory controller. T to 



compr i ses comprisin g a register; 
wherein the processor perodicallv enters an interrupt mode, and during 
the interrupt mode the processor executes firmware that operates to 
stop production of nput/output (I/O) device write reguests . and 
wherein the proce$isor exits the interrupt mode and resumes 
production of I/O device writes when the register is asserted. 

17. (Currentiy amended) A processor comprising: 
a core region: 

a memory controller: and 

a port logic coupled to the core region and the memory controller, wherein 
the processor couples to one or more bus bridges by way of the 
port logic: 

wherein the processor per i odically enters an interrupt mode, and during 
the interrupt mode the processor executes firmware that operates to 
stop production of Inout/output (I/O) device write reouests: and 
The proce s sor as doflnod in c l aim 4^ 

wherein during the interrup'< mode the processor issues read commands to 
each of the one or more b us bridges to which tho procescor i s coup l ed i f the 
processor has a primary designation. 

18. (Original) The processor as defined in claim 17 wherein during the 
interrupt mode the processor commands other processors to resume production 
of I/O device write requests if the processor has a primary designation. 
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1 9. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a plurality of means for executing programs and instructions coupled to 
each other, each pft; )o o ssor of the plurality of means for executing 
coupled to a means for storing data and instructions local each of 
the plurality of meanu for executing; 

at least one of the plurality of means for executing coupled to a means for 
receiving data from devices exterrmi to the computer system and for 
sending data to device external to the computer system, the means 
for receiving coupled to the at least one plurality of means for 
executing by way of a means for bridging a first and second 
communication bus; and 

wherein each of the plurality of means for executing periodically executes 
programs that operate to cease issuance of writes to the means for 
receiving until pending writes to the means for receiving complete. 

20. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a Plurality of means for e: « :ecutina programs and instructions coupled to 
each other, each of - he plurality of means for executing coupled to a 
means for storing &< . Xa and Instructions local each of the plurality of 
means for executinc : 

at least one of the plurality of means for executing coupled to a means for 
receiving data from devices external to the computer system and for 
sending data to device external to the computer system, the means 
for receiving oouolcid to the at least one plurality of means for 
executing by way of a means for bridging a first and second 
communication bus: and 
Th e oomputor system as defined \ \ ^ claim 1 9 furth e r comprising: 

a plurality of means for triggering associated one each with the plurality of 
means for executing; afid 

wherein each of the plurali i v of means for executing periodically executes - 
programs that operate to cease issuance of writes to the means for 
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receiving until pending writes to the means for receiving complete: 
and 

wherein at least some of the plurality of means for executing resume 
issuance of writes tc the means for receiving upon assertion of their 
associated means for triggering. 

21. (Original) The computer system as defined In claim 20 wherein each 
means for triggering is in the n^ieans for storing coupled to each means for 
executing. 

22. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 20 wherein each 
means for triggering is in Its associated means for executing. 
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